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ABSTRACT

The worldwide closure of schools due to COVID-19 might have deeply affected migrant and 
refugee children and adolescents, who were already socio-economically disadvantaged. In 
Latin America, the most unequal region, which is currently experiencing the second larg-
est migration crisis in the world, there are successful policies, mainly from Colombia, that 
eliminate the bureaucratic, legal and cultural barriers that migrant and refugee children and 
adolescents encounter in accessing education during the pandemic. A remaining challenge 
regards data collection to systematically monitor and diagnose the situation of this popula-
tion, to design evidence-based programmes and supports.
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CHALLENGE

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the global economy is experiencing the deepest recession 
since the Great Depression (World Bank, 2020), and a retrogression in human development 
(UNDP, 2020). In this scenario, migrants and refugees are among the most harmed. They 
tend to work in lower paid, informal and temporary jobs, in the sectors most affected by 
the crisis (domestic services, construction and agriculture) (IDAC, 2021; OECD, 2020). They 
also tend to live in overcrowded households, under the poverty line (UNFPA, 2020), and un-
able to access social protection programmes due to their lack of documentation. Second, 
since borders are restrictive, increasingly militarised, and asylum programmes have been 
delayed, the number of refugees and migrants who are being left stranded has increased, 
as well as the number of migrants who are expelled or prevented from crossing the border 
(Mixed Migration Centre, 2021). In this scenario, their possibilities of accessing humanitarian 
support have been deeply reduced (Global Migration Data Portal, 2021; Priya Morley et al., 
2021; You et al., 2020).

To make matters worse, the worldwide closure of schools since March 2020 might have 
deeply affected migrant and refugee children and adolescents (CA) (You et al., 2020). Not 
only has their learning been affected, but also their access to daily meals and a safe en-
vironment (Bhabha, 2020; UNICEF, 2021), increasing their chances of dropping out, early 
marriage, sexual violence and child labour (IDAC, 2021). Moreover, due to their vulnerable 
socio-economic conditions, migrant and refugee CA face several challenges to learning re-
motely. First, their parents often have fewer resources to help them with homework, and 
about 40 per cent of native children of migrant parents do not speak the language of the 
destination country (OECD, 2020). Second, migrant students are less likely to have access to 
a computer, a stable Internet connection or a place to study (OECD, 2019). Third, students 
might be unable to learn remotely if they do not speak the official language fluently, and 
they lack parental support and interactions with peers (OECD, 2020).

Migrant CA in Latin America are especially vulnerable today. Not only do they live in the 
most unequal region (SUMMA & UNESCO, 2020), which is experiencing the second largest 
migration crisis in the world (after Syria) due to the displacement of 5.4 million Venezuelan 
citizens (Caarls et al., 2021), but also they live in the region which lost the most instruction 
days during 2020 (158) (UNICEF, 2021). Additionally, the region is encountering an unprec-
edented economic recession, reaching the highest poverty and extreme poverty rates of 
the last 12 and 20 years (ECLAC, 2021). Today, their access to education is affected by several 
barriers. First, they face obstacles to access educational grants, social programmes and ed-
ucational facilities due to their legal status. Second, they must comply with administrative 
requirements to access education, while lacking information, documentation or resources. 
Third, they experience cultural barriers and discrimination. Measures to tackle these barriers 
are urgent, especially in the pandemic context that threatens to deepen the inequalities 
already experienced by migrant CA.
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PROPOSAL

The massive school closure since March 2020, which affected 165 million students in Lat-
in America (SITEAL, 2021), interrupted school meal programmes for 80 million students 
(UNICEF, 2020a) and provided remote education in an unprepared context where almost 
half of the children aged five to 12 (31 million) did not have Internet access in their household 
(ECLAC, 2020). In this context, Latin American migrant and refugee CA were at disadvan-
tage even before the pandemic. Immigrant students had lower chances of enrolment and 
completion of mandatory schooling (UNESCO, 2018a), and performed at lower levels than 
their non-immigrant peers (OECD, 2019). For instance, 35 per cent of Venezuelan CA mi-
grants and refugees were not attending school, a figure reaching 51 per cent in Peru and 75 
per cent in Trinidad and Tobago (Caarls et al., 2021).

This policy brief reviews diverse practices in Latin America and the Caribbean, that aim to guar-
antee the right to education for migrant and refugee students. These recommendations will 
inform national migration and education authorities, as well as policy makers and civil society 
actors, and promote adequate regulations for migrant CA. Since these challenges for children 
and adolescents on the move are a worldwide phenomenon, the review of good practices and 
the development of solutions based on successful experiences can make a significant contri-
bution and provide guidance for the design of adequate policies in G20 countries.

1.	 REDUCE	/	ELIMINATE	RESTRICTIVE	EDUCATIONAL	
REGULATIONS	FOR	MIGRANT	AND	REFUGEE	CHILDREN	
AND	ADOLESCENTS

In 2018, one third of displaced Venezuelan CA were out of school. Among them, 75 per cent 
were hosted in Trinidad and Tobago (OIM, 2018). In a context of lockdown, displacement and 
humanitarian crisis, migrant CA should not face legal obstacles to enrol in school. However, 
obstacles and facilities vary across the region.

National norms and specific regulations define whether schools may require legal docu-
ments to enrol migrant CA (national identification papers, birth certificates, legal migra-
tion status) (UNESCO, 2018b). On the one hand, several Latin American countries guarantee 
access to education to migrant CA, regardless their legal status. Among them are Peru, 
Argentina (Ley de Migración 2003), Costa Rica (Migration Law, 2009), Ecuador (Organic Law 
of Intercultural Education), Mexico (Education Law, 2014) (Selee and Bolter, 2020) and Co-
lombia. On the other hand, schools in Trinidad and Tobago cannot enrol migrant CA unless 
they present a permit issued by the Immigration Office (SUMMA and UNESCO, 2020). In the 
Dominican Republic, Dominican CA with Haitian parents who cannot prove their citizenship 
face several difficulties to enrol in school and have to take mandatory national tests to grad-
uate from primary and secondary education (Alrabe et al., 2014).

Some good practices to underline are those of Uruguay and Chile. While in Uruguay, mi-
grant CA without documentation can enrol with the permission of both parents, and remain 
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PROPOSAL

in school for one year (Selee and Bolter, 2020), in Chile, they can access a School Provisory 
Identity Number (Ordinario 894/2016) which allows them to enrol, as well as to access meals, 
school texts and computers provided by the Ministry of Education (Agencia de Calidad, 2019).

Migrant CA may not only face challenges to enrol but also to certify and validate their ed-
ucational level. In countries such as Colombia, the main regional host country for Venezue-
lan migrants,1 migrant CA do not experience this difficulty. CA without a valid Colombian 
identification card can access the Special Permit of Permanence for the Educational sector 
(PEP-E), free of charge. This permit accelerates the process of validation of grades at the 
secondary level as well as the homologation of school years until tenth grade through eval-
uations or academic activities. It also facilitates access to school transportation, educational 
supplies and school meals, and allows enrolment in the mandatory national test to graduate 
from high school (SABER). Since 2018, schools are not required to ask for visas or legal doc-
uments to enrol migrant CA. Instead, they must assign a number to students without legal 
documentation (NES) and register students in the Sistema de information para el reporte 
de extranjeros (Foreign Information System). For students who have no legalised certificate 
of their approved courses or levels, the Ministry of National Education allowed schools to 
apply tests to validate studentś  achievement (Montoya et al., 2020). In response to this ad-
justment, there was an increase of 967 per cent in the enrolment of the migrant population 
between 2018 and 2020 (Ministerio de Educación Nacional, 2020).

It is worth mentioning that these facilities are not only granted to Venezuelan CA in Colom-
bia, but also to adults. In a regional context where national public offices are predominantly 
closed due to lockdown and not every country has similar development of digital docu-
mentation (e-government), this policy is crucial for adult migrants to apply for employment 
according to their educational level. The Special Permanence Permit for Training and Rec-
ognition of Prior Learning (PEP-FR) provides a temporal legal residency, recognises previous 
certificates and skills, and guarantees access, continuity and graduation from vocational 
education. By October 2020, the National Learning Service (SENA), which validates compe-
tencies in Colombia, had issued 5,707 certificates of skills (Certificación de competencias) 
to Venezuelan migrants, 296 per cent more than 2019, and had enabled 19,945 spots in the 
educational system (SENA, 2020).

2.	 PROMOTE	COLLABORATIVE	PROGRAMMES	BETWEEN	
THE	PRIVATE	SECTOR,	NGOS	AND	LOCAL	AUTHORITIES	
TO	FACILITATE	THE	PROVISION	OF	EDUCATION	FOR	
MIGRANT	AND	REFUGEE	CA

The collaboration between the private, public and social sectors becomes critical when na-
tional legislations do not guarantee the right to education for migrant CA, no public action 
is being implemented, or national and local budgets are scarce to fulfil this purpose.

In order to tackle the bureaucratic barrier to accessing education, in Trinidad and Tobago, 
where national norms do not guarantee the access to education and thousands of Vene-
zuelan students remain out of school – even worse during the pandemic – NGOs act. For 
instance, Living Water Community in a partnership with UNHCR, TTV Solidarity Network 
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and UNICEF provides free online secondary education for Venezuelan adolescent migrants, 
certified by the Ministry of Education of Venezuela (Selee and Bolter, 2020). Second, the 
Equal Place programme, offered in English and based on the Trinidad and Tobago curricu-
lum, certifies migrant children aged five to 17 (Equal Place, 2020).

In Colombia, the private and public sectors have promoted initiatives to tackle the Vene-
zuelan humanitarian crisis, and these are still available during the pandemic. Círculos de 
Aprendizaje (Learning Circles) is a flexible education programme implemented by UNICEF, 
Fundación Escuela Nueva and Opción Legal, in association with the Ministry of National 
Education and the Secretaries of Education. The programme incorporates migrant CA into 
the formal educational system, providing learning spaces in groups of various ages. These 
groups receive personalised attention in different areas, as well as in the strengthening of 
socio- emotional skills, until they are ready for the transition to formal school. The public-pri-
vate partnership developing this initiative has enabled its deployment in several territories 
receiving migrant populations (UNICEF, 2020). The evaluation of the pilot programme ev-
idenced improvements in coverage, academic performance in language and math, stu-
dentś  democratic attitudes, peaceful coexistence and self-esteem (Cerdan et al., 2021). In 
response to the pandemic, Círculos de Aprendizaje was adjusted considering householdś  
connectivity restrictions. The initial success of this model, in terms of enrolment and achieve-
ment, encouraged its scalability.

Another distinctive programme in Colombia is Educación Que Nos Une (Education that 
unites us), which emerged as a collective strategy led by Fundación Empresarios por la 
Educación (2020), and has become crucial as an alternative for remote education during 
school closures. This initiative gathers more than 88 organisations from the public and pri-
vate sectors to support the needs of the migrant educational community and maintain the 
social fabric of schools during this crisis. One of their initiatives is a radio programme called 
“Colegio y casa son un solo equipo” (School and Family Are One Team), which sought to 
reduce the interruption of education due to the pandemic, disseminating information re-
garding benefits and educational facilities for Venezuelans in more than 340 municipalities. 
The radio signal was complemented with online resources which also provided access to 
high-quality educational content from different organisations.

3.	 FACILITATE	AT	LEAST	THE	TEMPORARY	LEGALISATION	 
OF	UNDOCUMENTED	CA	AND/OR	THEIR	FAMILIES,	
TO	ENSURE	THEIR	ACCESS	TO	DIFFERENT	SOCIAL	
PROTECTION	PROGRAMMES

The high cost of school supplies can become an impediment for migrant CA to attend 
school (Caarls et al., 2021), especially in a context where more than half of immigrants have 
lost their main jobs due to the pandemic (OIM, 2020), and informal jobs are scarce due to 
lockdowns. In this context, social programmes and facilities, such as Conditional Cash Trans-
fers, become central for migrant families.

However, only Brazil has provided social programmes to migrant families, regardless of their 
legal status (Mazza, 2020). Chile, Argentina and Colombia reached only a group of migrant 
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families who were already registered, while Peru and Ecuador restricted their assistance 
programmes to nationals.

A good practice regarding the nationalisation of migrant and refugees was defined in Co-
lombia. First, Resolution 847 (2019) ensures nationality to children born in Colombia from 
Venezuelan parents, regardless of their legal status. Second, Law 1997 (2019) provides an 
exceptional legal residence for Venezuelans who have regularly or irregularly migrated, 
as well as to those seeking asylum, with children born in Colombia since November 2015 
(Montoya et al., 2020). Moreover, since 2018, migrants who lack a valid Colombian identi-
fication card can request a Special Permit of Permanence for two years, provided that:  
i) they migrated to Colombia with a passport and through regular checking points, ii) they 
have no national or international criminal record, and iii) they have no pending deportation 
or expulsion order. An exception to the first condition was introduced through another 
Special Permit (PEP RAMV) for those enrolled in the Administrative Registry of Venezuelan 
Migrants (Montoya et al., 2020).

A more restrictive approach was implemented in Chile. It defined specific supports for mi-
grant CA, excluding their family members. In 2021, Chile introduced the “Visa Temporaria 
para Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes” (Temporary Visa for Girls, Boys and Adolescents) which 
granted CA irregular migrants a temporary regular status, in order to guarantee their access 
to all standard social, health, nutrition and education services, regardless of their legal sta-
tus. Law 21325 established that migrant CA were eligible for scholarships and social assis-
tance transfers, and were able to register in the public Social Household Registry.

4.	 DEFINE	ORIENTATIONS	AND	DESIGN	PROGRAMMES	 
TO	AVOID	XENOPHOBIA	AND	RACISM,	AND	PROMOTE	 
THE	WELL-BEING	OF	CA	MIGRANTS

In the context of the pandemic, children and adolescents have been silent victims. They are 
affected by school closures, loss of family members, permanent lockdown and the fragility 
of their household and economic conditions (Defensoría de la Niñez, 2020). Also, they are 
more vulnerable to domestic violence, school dropout (Sanz et al., 2020) and child labour 
(ILO-ECLAC, 2020; ILO-UNICEF, 2020). Their socio-emotional well-being has been affected, 
and they are becoming more anxious, less motivated and more pessimistic (UNICEF, 2020b). 
Even though there is no available information regarding the mental health of migrant CA, 
several reports recommend the provision of psycho-social support for migrant students, to 
improve their mental health and thereby increase academic performance and acquisition 
of skills (Petit, 2003).

Another aspect that has increased during the pandemic and directly affects migrant popu-
lations is discrimination (World Health Organization, 2020). Migrant CA should, therefore, be 
protected from bullying, racism and xenophobia. For instance, a norm from the Ministry of 
Education in Costa Rica (Directriz nro DM4508, 2018) establishes no tolerance for discrimi-
nation, provides a toolkit to eliminate xenophobia and discrimination in schools, and also in-
cludes interculturality as a transversal aspect in the curriculum. In Colombia, Educación Que 
Nos Une offers training for teachers and school leaders, in order to promote the inclusion of 

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 7



PROPOSAL

Venezuelan migrants in schools and provide tools to guarantee studentś  socio- emotional 
support and well-being. The evaluation of this programme evidenced a decrease of preju-
dice against the migrant population and an increase of respondents who would promote 
actions to mobilise time and resources to support Venezuelans and their families in the ed-
ucational environment (Fundación Empresarios por la Educación, 2021).

5.	 COLLECT	A	GREATER	AMOUNT	OF	DATA	TO	BETTER	
DIAGNOSE	THE	NEEDS	OF	CA	MIGRANTS	AND	IMPROVE	
POLICY	DESIGN

The analysis presented here reveals the scarcity of available data regarding the specific sit-
uation of migrant CA during the pandemic. In order to define an adequate assessment of 
the requirements, challenges and needs of migrant CA and their families, it is imperative 
to collect more data, and monitor their situation within time (IDAC, 2021; OECD, 2020). For 
instance, we need better data to diagnose how migrant and refugee CA are falling behind 
regarding learning, how many have dropped out from school or are at risk, and also the ex-
tent to which they are affected by the lack of access to basic services such as shelter, food 
and education.

International organisations such as SUMMA, UNICEF, ECLAC and UNESCO have and can 
continue to contribute in this area. While it is important that national statistical systems 
and tools distinguish migrant origin and status systematically, specific studies and surveys 
should periodically assess the relative living conditions of migrants. Also, regional/interna-
tional technical assistance to governments to generate comparable and robust statistical 
information is an important enabling factor.

To sum up, considering the vulnerable situation of migrant and refugee children and ado-
lescents in Latin America previous to the pandemic, and the high probability of an exacer-
bation of their disadvantages in the short and long term, the evidence suggests that most 
countries are not providing facilities to guarantee their right to education, except in terms 
of access. However, there are relevant practices that contribute to tackling the bureaucratic, 
cultural and legal barriers they may experience. While lifting such barriers may be part of a 
strategy to deal with the negative outcomes of the pandemic for migrant children, its overall 
impact will also enhance social inclusion in general. These policies should be disseminated 
and considered not only in the region but also in G20 countries, particularly in the case of 
those receiving important flows of irregular migrants.
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NOTES

1 By 2020, 5.4 million citizens had left Venezuela, and 4.6 million opted for another Latin 
American country (UNHCR, 2021), mainly Colombia which hosts more than 1,771,000 refu-
gees (Migración Colombia, 2021).

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 9



Agencia de Calidad (2019), Inclusión de es-
tudiantes migrantes en el sistema escolar

Agencia de Calidad de la Educación. 
Available at: http://archivos.agenciaedu-
cacion.cl/CDC_InclusionmigrantesFINAL-
WEB.pdf

Alrabe, K.; J. Armstrong; B. S. Drake; K. 
Fetsick, E. Gibson; T. King; Y.-M. Kwon; and 
F. Veh (2014), Left Behind. How Stateless-
ness in the Dominican Republic Limits 
Children’s Access to Education, Human 
Rights Institute Fact-Finding Project, 
Georgetown Law Human Rights Institute

Bhabha, J. (2020), Time for a Reset: Impli-
cations for Child Migration Policies Arising 
from COVID-19 (COVID-19 and the Trans-
formation of Migration and Mobility Glob-
ally), International Organization for Migra-
tion, https://publications.iom.int/system/
files/pdf/implications-for-child.pdf

Caarls, K.; V. Cebotari; D. Karamperidou; M. 
C. Alban Conto; J. Zapata; and R. Yang Zhou 
(2021), Lifting Barriers to Education during 
and after COVID-19. Improving Education 
Outcomes for Migrant and Refugee Chil-
dren in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti

Cerdan, P.; E. Velez Bustillo; and V. Col-
bert (2021), Los Círculos de Aprendizaje 
de la Escuela Nueva: Aprendizaje en sit-
uaciones de emergencia, 15 April, https://
blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-cir-
culos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nue-
va-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emer-
gencia 

Defensoría de la Niñez (2020), Derecho a 
educación y bienestar de niños, niñas y 
adolescentes en el contexto de la crisis sani-
taria, https://www.defensorianinez.cl/wp- 

content/uploads/2020/04/Derecho-a-la- 
Educación-COVID19.pdf

ECLAC (2020), “Universalizing Access to 
Digital Technologies to Address the Con-
sequences of COVID-19”, No. 7, Special 
Issue COVID-19, https://www.cepal.org/
en/publications/45939-universalizing-ac-
cess-digital-technologies-address-con-
sequences-covid-19 

ECLAC (2021), Social panorama of Latin 
America 2020

Global Migration Data Portal (2021), Mi-
gration Data Relevant for the COVID-19 
Pandemic, 10 March, https://migrationda-
taportal.org/themes/migration-data-rel-
evant-covid-19-pandemic

IDAC (2021), “A web of Insecurity. Gen-
dered Risks and Vulnerabilities for Chil-
dren on the Move during the COVID-19 
Pandemic”, in International Data Alliance 
for Children on the Move

ILO-ECLAC (2020), “The COVID-19 Could 
Increase Child Labour in Latin America 
and the Caribbean”, in Technical Notes, 
No. 1, ILO-CEPAL

ILO-UNICEF (2020), COVID-19 and Child 
Labour: A Time of Crisis, a Time to Act

Maldonado, C.; J. Martínez; and R. Martínez 
(2018), “Protección social y migración: una 
mirada desde las vulnerabilidades a lo lar-
go del ciclo de la migración y de la vida de 
las personas”, in Documentos de Proyectos 
(LC/TS.2018/62), Santiago, CEPAL, https:// 
repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/ 
11362/44021/1/S1800613_es.pdf

SENA. (2020). El SENA avanza en las rutas 
de atención para migrantes venezolanos 

REFERENCES

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 10

http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/CDC_InclusionmigrantesFINALWEB.pdf
http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/CDC_InclusionmigrantesFINALWEB.pdf
http://archivos.agenciaeducacion.cl/CDC_InclusionmigrantesFINALWEB.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/implications-for-child.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/implications-for-child.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-circulos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nueva-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emergencia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-circulos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nueva-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emergencia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-circulos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nueva-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emergencia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-circulos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nueva-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emergencia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/los-circulos-de-aprendizaje-de-la-escuela-nueva-aprendizaje-en-situaciones-de-emergencia
https://www.defensorianinez.cl/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Derecho-a-la-Educación-COVID19.pdf
https://www.defensorianinez.cl/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Derecho-a-la-Educación-COVID19.pdf
https://www.defensorianinez.cl/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Derecho-a-la-Educación-COVID19.pdf
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/45939-universalizing-access-digital-technologies-address-consequences-covid-19
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/45939-universalizing-access-digital-technologies-address-consequences-covid-19
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/45939-universalizing-access-digital-technologies-address-consequences-covid-19
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/45939-universalizing-access-digital-technologies-address-consequences-covid-19
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/44021/1/S1800613_es.pdf
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/44021/1/S1800613_es.pdf
https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/44021/1/S1800613_es.pdf


y colombianos retornados. https://www.
sena.edu.co/es-co/Noticias/Lists/Noti-
cias/DispForm.aspx?ID=4526

Mazza, J. (2020), “Venezuelan Migrants 
under COVID-19: Managing South Amer-
ica’s Pandemic amid a Migration Crisis”, 
in Latin American Program Working 
Papers, Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars

Migración Colombia (2021), Más de un 
millón setecientos setenta y un mil ven-
ezolanos están radicados en Columbia, 
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/
noticias/mas-de-un-millon-setecientos-se-
tenta-y-un-mil-venezolanos-estan-radica-
dos-en-colombia-migracion-colombia

Ministerio de Educación Nacional (2020), 
La Opinión: Una educación inclusiva 
para los niños migrantes venezolanos, 
https://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1759/
w3-article-402487.html?_noredirect=1

Mixed Migration Centre (2021), Quarter-
ly Mixed Migration Update: Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean (Quarter 1, 2021, 
MMC Latin America and the Caribbean), 
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/04/qmmu-q1-2021-lac.pdf

Montoya, M.; C. Escobar; and A. Ortiz (2020), 
Migración, desplazamiento y educación 
en Colombia. Inclusión y educación de mi-
grantes venezolanos en Colombia (Docu-
mento de Referencia Preparado Para El I 
Nforme GEM 2020 América Latina y El Car-
ibe Inclusión y Educación: Todos y Todas 
Sin Excepción), UNESCO

OECD (2019), PISA 2018 Results (Volume 
II): Where All Students Can Succeed, 
https://doi.org/10.1787/b5fd1b8f-en

OECD (2020), What Is the Impact of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic on Immigrants And 
Their Children? (Tackling Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) Contributing to a Global Effort), 
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/poli-
cy-responses/what-is-the-impact-of-the-
covid-19-pandemic-on-immigrants-and-
their-children-e7cbb7de/ 

OIM (2020), Efectos de la COVID-19 en la 
población migrantes. Principales hal-
lazgos. Sondeo en América Central y Méx-
ico, OIM Regional Office for Central Amer-
ica, North America and the Caribbean

Petit, J. M. (2003), Migraciones, vulnerabili-
dad y políticas públicas: Impacto sobre los 
niños, sus familias y sus derechos, CEPAL

Priya Morley, S.; B. Bookey; M. Goss; I. 
Bloch; and B. Bolt (2021), A Journey of 
Hope: Haitian Women’s Migration to Ta-
pachula, Mexico, Center for Gender and 
Refugee Studies

Ring, Hannah Reeves; and Amy R. West 
(2015), “Teacher retention in refugee and 
emergency settings: The state of the lit-
erature”, in International Education Jour-
nal: Comparative Perspectives, Vol. 14, 
No. 3, pp. 106-121

R4V (2021), Regional Refugee and Migrant 
Response Plan 2021, Inter-Agency Coordi-
nation Platform for Refugees and Migrants 
from Venezuela, https://rmrp.r4v.info/

Sanz, I.; J. Sáinz González; and A. Capilla 
(2020), “Efectos de la crisis del Coronavirus 
en la educación”, in Informes OEI, No. 7, 
https://oei.int/oficinas/secretaria-general/ 
publicaciones/efectos-de-la-crisis-del- 
coronavirus-en-la-educacion 

Selee, A.; and J. Bolter (2020), An Une-
ven Welcome. Latin American and Car-
ibbean Responses to Venezuelan and 
Nicaraguan Migration, Migration Policy 
Institute, https://reliefweb.int/sites/relief-
web.int/files/resources/Venezuela-Nica-
ragua-Migration2020-EN-Final.pdf

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 11

https://www.sena.edu.co/es-co/Noticias/Lists/Noticias/DispForm.aspx?ID=4526
https://www.sena.edu.co/es-co/Noticias/Lists/Noticias/DispForm.aspx?ID=4526
https://www.sena.edu.co/es-co/Noticias/Lists/Noticias/DispForm.aspx?ID=4526
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/noticias/mas-de-un-millon-setecientos-setenta-y-un-mil-venezolanos-estan-radicados-en-colombia-migracion-colombia
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/noticias/mas-de-un-millon-setecientos-setenta-y-un-mil-venezolanos-estan-radicados-en-colombia-migracion-colombia
https://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1759/w3-article-402487.html?_noredirect=1
https://www.mineducacion.gov.co/1759/w3-article-402487.html?_noredirect=1
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/qmmu-q1-2021-lac.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/qmmu-q1-2021-lac.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1787/b5fd1b8f-en
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/what-is-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-immigrants-and-their-children-e7cbb7de/
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/what-is-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-immigrants-and-their-children-e7cbb7de/
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/what-is-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-immigrants-and-their-children-e7cbb7de/
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/what-is-the-impact-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-on-immigrants-and-their-children-e7cbb7de/
https://rmrp.r4v.info/
https://oei.int/oficinas/secretaria-general/publicaciones/efectos-de-la-crisis-del-coronavirus-en-la-educacion
https://oei.int/oficinas/secretaria-general/publicaciones/efectos-de-la-crisis-del-coronavirus-en-la-educacion
https://oei.int/oficinas/secretaria-general/publicaciones/efectos-de-la-crisis-del-coronavirus-en-la-educacion
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Venezuela-Nicaragua-Migration2020-EN-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Venezuela-Nicaragua-Migration2020-EN-Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Venezuela-Nicaragua-Migration2020-EN-Final.pdf


SITEAL (2021), Sistematización de respues-
tas de los sistemas educativos de Améri-
ca Latina a la crisis de la COVID-19. https://
www.siteal.iiep.unesco.org/respuestas_
educativas_covid_19

SUMMA and UNESCO (2020), Informe de 
seguimiento de la educación en el mun-
do. América Latina y El Caribe. Inclusión 
y educación: Todos y todas sin excepción, 
Bit.ly/LAC2020gemreport

UNDP (2020), COVID-19 and Human De-
velopment: Assessing the Crisis, Envision-
ing the Recovery, http://hdr.undp.org/en/
hdp-covid

UNESCO (2018a), Global Education Mon-
itoring Report 2019. Migration, Displace-
ment and Education: Building Bridges, Not 
Walls

UNESCO (2018b), Migration, Displace-
ment and Education: Building Bridges, not 
Walls, Global Education Monitoring Report, 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/
pf0000265866

UNFPA (2020), COVID-19 must be addressed 
through international solidarity and coop-
eration. United Nations Population Fund, 
26 May, https://lac.unfpa.org/es/news/cov-
id-19-must-be-addressed-through-inter-
national-solidarity-and-cooperation

UNHCR (2021), Global Report 2020

UNICEF (2020a), Impact of COVID-19 on 
Households in Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/ 
14381/file/UNICEF_LACRO_COVID19_im-
pact.pdf

UNICEF (2020b), The Impact of COVID-19 
on the Mental Health of Adolescents and 
Youth

UNICEF (2021), COVID-19 and School Clo-
sures. One Year of Education Disruption, 
https://data.unicef.org/resources/one-
year-of-covid-19-and-school-closures/

United Nations (2015), Transforming Our 
World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.

World Bank (2020), Global Economic 
Prospects

World Health Organization (2020), Apart-
Together Survey. Preliminary overview 
of Refugees and Migrants Self-Reported 
Impact of COVID-19

You, D.; N. Lindt; R. Allen; C. Hansen; J. Bei-
se; and S. Blume (2020), “Migrant and Dis-
placed Children in the Age of COVID-19: 
How the Pandemic Is Impacting Them 
and What Can We Do to Help”, in Migra-
tion Policy Practice, Vol. 10, No. 2, pp. 32-39

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 12

https://www.siteal.iiep.unesco.org/respuestas_educativas_covid_19
https://www.siteal.iiep.unesco.org/respuestas_educativas_covid_19
http://hdr.undp.org/en/hdp-covid
http://hdr.undp.org/en/hdp-covid
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265866
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265866
https://lac.unfpa.org/es/news/covid-19-must-be-addressed-through-international-solidarity-and-cooperation
https://lac.unfpa.org/es/news/covid-19-must-be-addressed-through-international-solidarity-and-cooperation
https://lac.unfpa.org/es/news/covid-19-must-be-addressed-through-international-solidarity-and-cooperation
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/14381/file/UNICEF_LACRO_COVID19_impact.pd
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/14381/file/UNICEF_LACRO_COVID19_impact.pd
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/14381/file/UNICEF_LACRO_COVID19_impact.pd
https://data.unicef.org/resources/one-year-of-covid-19-and-school-closures/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/one-year-of-covid-19-and-school-closures/


ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Denisse Gelber Laboratorio de Investigación e Innovación en Educación para 
América Latina y el Caribe, SUMMA

Gelber is the Director of Research at SUMMA, where she collects evidence 
from Latin America and the Caribbean in order to suggest public policies 
to ensure the right to education for all. She currently works in direct con-
nection with regional Ministries of Education, Chilean local educational au-
thorities and international researchers from the Global South, identifying 
the main challenges and opportunities of distance education during the  
COVID-19 pandemic. She is a sociologist from the Catholic University in Uru-
guay, Master and PhD from the University of Texas at Austin (USA).

Andrea Escobar Vilá Fundación Empresarios por la Educación

Escobar Vilá is the Executive Director of the Fundación Empresarios por la 
Educación, an independent knowledge network. For more than 15 years her 
work has been linked to the educational sector from different fields. She is 
a psychologist from the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana with postgraduate 
studies in Strategic Marketing from the CESA and in Consumer Psychology 
from the Konrad Lorenz University.

Javier González Laboratorio de Investigación e Innovación en Educación para 
América Latina y el Caribe, SUMMA

González is an economist specializing in education, inequality, social mobility, 
innovation and social development. He is Director of SUMMA and Affiliate Pro-
fessor at the Centre of Development Studies, University of Cambridge, where he 
teaches Institutional Economics and Political Economy of Development. He is 
also a researcher at the Millennium Science Initiative in Social Sciences “Higher 
Education in Chile”, housed at the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile and 
financed by the Ministry of Economy of Chile. He is also a member of UNESCO’s 
Advisory Board for the Global Education Monitoring Report and co-editor of 
the Monitoring Report for UNESCO’s Educación en el Mundo (Education in the 
World) (2020) for Latin America with a focus on Inclusion.

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 13



Belky Ríos Fundación Empresarios por la Educación

Economist with a master’s degree in economics from the Universidad de 
los Andes. She currently works as Professional of Information Analysis at the 
Fundación Empresarios por la Educación. She has been a research assistant 
on different topics including education, gender, macroeconomics and pov-
erty in organizations such as Banco de la República, Centro de Investiga-
ciones sobre Desarrollo Economico (CEDE) of the Universidad de los Andes, 
and Fedesarrollo.

Carlos Maldonado Valera Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe, 
CEPAL

As Social Affairs Officer at the Social Development Division of UN-ECLAC, Car-
los Maldonado is a focal point for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agen-
da and specializes in conducting research and technical assistance in social 
protection, social inclusion and social inequality issues in Latin American and 
the Caribbean, especially regarding institutional and political economy as-
pects. Before joining the UN, he was Director of Institutional Prospective and 
Deputy Director of International Technical Cooperation at the Ministry of So-
cial Development of Mexico (SEDESOL). He holds a PHD in Political Science 
and a Masters Degree in Political Sociology and Public Policy by the Institut 
d’Études Politiques de Paris (Sciences Po), as well as a Graduate Degree in 
International Relations by El Colegio de México. Currently he coordinates a 
research project on Social Cohesion in LAC and his latest publications include: 
“Social Protection and Migration: an approach based on the vulnerabilities of 
people throughout the different stages of the migration process and their 
lifecycle” and “Social inclusion and social cohesion in the context of the 2030 
Development Agenda: keys for a more inclusive social development in LAC”.

Javiera Muñoz, consultant Comisión Económica para América Latina y el 
Caribe, CEPAL

Muñoz has an MA in Political Science and International Relations and a BA in 
Political Science, from the Catholic University of Chile. From 2019 until 2021 
she worked as a Consultant for the Social Development Division at ECLAC, at 
the project “Analysis of the situation of social inclusion and cohesion in Latin 
America and the Caribbean”. She has also collaborated on different publica-
tions on social malaise, migration and social cohesion.

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 14



Daniela Trucco Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe, CEPAL

Trucco is Social Affairs Officer, from the Social Development Division in ECLAC, 
where she works in the areas of education, childhood, youth and digital soci-
ety. Her professional experience has concentrated in research and social poli-
cy advisory, from a perspective of social inclusion and gap reduction, in Latin 
American and the Caribbean. She is sociologist from the Catholic University 
of Chile and Master’s Degree in Public Policies and Business Administration 
from the University of Maryland in the U.S.A. Her latest publications include: 
“Childhood and Adolescence in the Digital Age”; “School violence”; and “Youth: 
realities and challenges for achieving development with equality”.

Diego Alejandro Sánchez Fundación Empresarios por la Educación

Economist and master’s degree in education. He currently serves as the Data 
Analysis Coordinator at the Fundación Empresarios por la Educación. He has 
been a teacher at Enseña por Colombia, where he was also the Director of 
Training and Support. At the Universidad de los Andes, he served as Manag-
er of the Public Leadership Center of the Alberto Lleras Camargo School of 
Government. He was also advisor of the Program Everyone to Learn of the 
Colombian Ministry of Education.

Access to Education for Migrant and Displaced Students in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic 15


