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Introduction

• Education risks becoming the “greatest divider” as 
pandemic enters 3rd year
• 405 million schoolchildren in 23 countries continue 

to be affected by full or partial school closures.
• Over the past 2 years, about 147 million children 

missed at least half of in-person learning, 
amounting to 2 trillion hours of lost in-person 
instruction.

• Many children didn’t return to schools upon 
classroom reopening

• Resulted in massive learning loss across countries.

• UNICF published a report “Are children really 
learning?” on March 30, 2022  
https://data.unicef.org/resources/are-children-
really-learning-foundational-skills-report/

https://data.unicef.org/resources/are-children-really-learning-foundational-skills-report/
https://data.unicef.org/resources/are-children-really-learning-foundational-skills-report/


32 countries and territories were analyzed 
by the following topics (2 in KIX LAC)
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On average (median), only 30% of grade 3 students have 
foundational reading skills based on grade 2 textbooks.  



The median gap in reading skills 
between the rich and poor students is 22 % points

58%



• In virtually all the countries 
analyzed, a smaller share of 
out-of-school children have 
either foundational reading 
or numeracy skills than their 
in-school counterparts.

• The difference is stark: for 
reading it is 46% for in 
school versus 12% for 
out-of-school

• Schools that are closed need 
to reopen, and stay open, so 
that children can continue 
their learning journeys. 

• MICS6 data provided 
cross-country insights on 
learning situation among 
OOSC for the first time.

Across countries, OOSC have much less foundational skills 
than students at the same age



Children with disabilities show lower foundational reading skills

Share of children with foundational 
reading skills at grade 2 level



Language and Foundation Reading Skills



Thank you!

Contacts: 
Manuel Cardoso: mcardoso@unicef.org
Suguru Mizunoya: smizunoya@unicef.org



On average (median), only 18% of grade 3 students have 
foundational reading skills based on grade 2 textbooks.  



Equity in learning matters. 

Children are less likely to have 
foundational learning skills if:

* they come from low-income 
families
* they have a less supportive home 
environment
* they have functional difficulties 
(disabilities) 
* they are involved in child labor

But girls tend to outperform boys, at 
least in reading. 



In child labour, 
and Out-of-School

Not in child labour
and in-school

Children especially from low-income families 

must attend school and be free from child labour

Note: data were analyzed among children 
from the bottom 40% of household wealth



Post-covid recovery simulation:
Modeling foundational reading skills for Grade 9 students 

1 yr school 
closure

Younger students 
lose more 

foundational skills



Post-covid recovery simulation: 
Impacts of 1-year remediation program 

Moderate 
recovery



Expected results with a long-term system orientation:
Target teaching instruction by learning level over the long term



Foundational 
Learning 
analysis related 
to COVID-19

After years of increasing enrollment, out-of-school rates 
have begun to climb, with the total number of 
out-of-school children (OOSC) from primary to upper 
secondary increasing by 5.9 million from 2018 to 
2020. It’s the first time that the decreasing trend of the 
total number of OOSC is reversed as far as we can observe 
from the historical data.
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) database, http://data.uis.unesco.org


